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2557 September 25, 1914 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 
Births and Deaths— Registration of. (Act Sept. 1, 1914.) 

Section 1. That the State board of health shall establish a bureau of vital statistics, 
and provide an adequate system for the registration of births and deaths, by formulat- 
ing and enforcing rules promulgating and enforcing rules and regulations prescribing 
the method and form of making such registration. 

Sec. 2. That the secretary of the State board of health shall be the State registrar 
of vital statistics, and it shall be his duty to carry into effect the rules, regulations, 
and orders of the State board of health. The board shall provide suitable apartments, 
properly equipped with fireproof vaults and filing cases, for the permanent preserva- 
tion of all official records. 

Sec. 3. That for the purposes of the act the State registrar shall divide the State into 
registration districts, defining and designating the boundaries thereof, and appointing 
local registrars in each district. 

Sec. 4. That each local registrar shall be paid the sum of 25 cents for each birth 
certificate and each death certificate properly and completely made out and regis- 
tered with him, correctly recorded and properly returned by him to the State registrar, 
as required by the rules and regulations. And in case no births and no deaths were 
registered during any month, the local registrar shall be entitled to be paid the sum of 
25 cents for each report to that effect, but only if promptly made in accordance with 
the rules and regulations. All amounts payable to a registrar under the provisions of 
this section shall be paid by the treasurer of the county in which the registration dis- 
trict is located, upon certification by the State registrar. And the State registrar shall 
annually certify to the treasurers of the several counties the number of births and 
deaths properly registered, with the names of the local registrars and the amount due 
each at the rates fixed herein. 

Sec. 5. That the State registrar shall, upon request, furnish any applicant a-certi- 
fied copy of the record of any birth or death registered, under the provisions of this act; 
for the making and certification of which he shall be entitled to a fee of 50 cents, to be 
paid by the applicant. And any such copy of the record of a birth or death, when 
properly certified by the State registrar to be a true copy thereof, shall be prima facie 
evidence in all courts and places of the facts therein stated. For any search of the files 
and records, when no certified copy is made, the State registrar shall be entitled to a 
fee of 50 cents for each hour or fractional part of an hour of time of search, to be paid 
by the applicant. And the State registrar shall keep a true and correct account of all 
fees by him received under these provisions, and turn the same over to the State 
treasurer each month. 

Sec. 6. That any person, firm, or corporation who shall violate any rule, regulation; 
or order of the State board of health relative to recording, reporting, or filing informa- 
tion for the bureau of vital statistics or who shall willfully neglect or refuse to perform 
any necessary or reasonable duties imposed upon them by said orders, or who shall 
furnish false information for the purpose of making incorrect records for said bureau, 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be fined 
not less than $5 nor more than $100, or be imprisoned in the county jail not exceeding 
30 days, or suffer both fine and imprisonment in the discretion of the court. 

Sec. 7. That all laws and parts of laws in conflict with the provisions of this act ara 
hereby repealed; and no system for the registration of births and deaths shall be con- 
tinued or maintained in any of the several municipalities of this State other than the 
one provided for and established by this act. 



